
MAKING BLESSEDNESS HAPPEN 

4th Sunday after Epiphany – A January 29, 2017   Matthew 5:1-12 

 

In his “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote: 

“There was a time when the church was very powerful—in the time when the 

early Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. 

In those days, the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas 

and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores 

of society….  If today’s church does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early 

church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed 

as an irrelevant social club with no meaning...”  

The Beatitudes you just heard, read from Matthew’s gospel, are not only some of Jesus’ 

most beautiful and best-remembered words, but they are words that challenge the church 

to be authentic and transforming in peoples’ lives.  

There is a temptation to read these words of Jesus as an assurance, to the poor and the 

downtrodden, that God will reward them in the life to come.  The problem happens when 

we use God’s assurance as an excuse for our inaction and lack of compassion. Our 

mission, as followers of Jesus, is to notice those who are called “blessed” in these verses 

and take action to be a blessing to them. 

But notice the transition, about halfway through these words of blessing. The focus begins to 

zero in on those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” and vows to do something about it. 

The merciful will receive mercy; the pure in heart will see God, the peacemakers will be called 

children of God, and those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake will have a place in the 

kingdom of heaven. And great is the reward for those who are reviled and persecuted for doing 

the right thing, for speaking boldly, as did the prophets of old. 

Perhaps you noticed a running theme in this morning’s readings that speaks to a faithful 

proclamation and example.  Hypocrisy is everywhere, false teachers are rampant, and the gods of 

self-assurance tempt the people of God away from living a life that honors God and God’s 

creation. Great idolatry happens in the mindset that we have to do it all and have it all; and 

worse, that we convince ourselves that God blesses our self-indulgence and foolish pride. 

The words of the prophet Micah offer a corrective (when the people of God are put on trial): “What 

does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God?” 

Likewise, the psalmist reminds us that those who “abide on [God’s] holy hill” are people of truth, 

people who do not slander their neighbors our allow their integrity to be bought out.   

Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth reminds us that God turns the world’s wisdom upside down: 

the message of the cross is foolishness to those who don’t or won’t “get it” because they think they 

have become gods of their own lives. The things the world calls success are not the things that last, 

but rather the things that get in the way of our relationships with others and with God. 

We’re going to have an annual meeting in just a little while.  And while we will discuss fun 

activities like a Mardi Gras party and a celebration of ten years of our ministry in the Outer Banks, 

we will also be speaking through our planning and our budget to—first and foremost—the way we 

understand Christ’s call to us to be in partnership: to share good news, to go and make disciples, 
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and to remember “the least of these.”   

We know we are called to be more than an “irrelevant social club” by seeing ourselves in as 

God’s people in mission.  We who have been blessed are called to be a blessing to others. So 

when Jesus speaks to his disciples (or even to those in the crowd overhearing), he is reminding 

them (and us) that blessedness is not merely God’s pat on the head, but God’s call to action. 

Wherever there is injustice, we must work for justice. Wherever there is discord, we must work 

for peace. That is how we show people Jesus.   

Of course, God’s urging will frequently bump up against our schedules, our planning, and even 

our beliefs. It’s not always convenient. But then, neither is injustice for those who are on the 

receiving end. Sometimes, the Truth that sets us free has to show us who we really are, in order 

to shape us into who we can be.  

To borrow the words of Dr. King, may God help us to be thermostats (to set the standard), rather 

than merely thermometers (that passively watch and record), so that we can allow blessedness to 

happen here and everywhere.  Amen. 


